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Thinking up something to write in this introduction was incredibly
hard for me this week. The Hudson River was hit by, not one, but
two huge blows here in Yonkers in the past few weeks that has left
our community with questions and concerns about our waterways.

During the last weeks of June, a bright green blob along the
shoreline was recorded and reported to authorities in the New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation. It was confirmed
that the blob was in fact categorized as a harmful algal bloom
(HAB); these blooms thrive and multiply rapidly in warmer nutrient
rich waters. Toxins from blooms such as the one identified in the
Hudson can cause bodily irritations and it is highly recommended
that limited to no contact be made by waters impacted by blooms.
In the summer of 2025 a widespread bloom was seen in the upper
and mid Hudson River region spanning approximately 60 miles - a
historic record.

Shortly after the bloom dissipated and right at the start of the 4% of
July weekend celebrations, news broke that there was a systemic
failure at the local Yonkers Wastewater Treatment Plant causing
upwards of approximately 39,000,000 gallons of partially treated
sewage to be discharged into the Hudson River. This failure caused
the river to be unsafe during a weekend where temperatures crept
into the low hundreds and people often seek out waterways as a
form of heat relief.

Access to local waterways are essential to our communities. It is
essential to our mental and physical health. We deserve waterways
that are protected and safe for lifeforms living within and along it.
Please consider supporting the research being done at CURB by
learning more about our waterways from our Yonkers teens part of
the Blue Team on Saturday August 8 (the flyer for the student led
event can be found at the end of this newsletter - please share with

your networks) .

Sarah Lawrence College Center for the Urban River at Beczak www.centerfortheurbanriver.org/research


https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/harmful-algal-blooms
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/harmful-algal-blooms
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Blue Team’s

HudsonRiverBash:
Exploring Waterway Wonders

event with and musiclll

Learn about the CURB Blue Team and their research about the
Hudson River and its water quality right here in Yonkers!
Go fishing with a seine net, kayak in the river, make arts and crafts,

play games and so much morel

Saturday, August 8th
35 Alexander St, Yonkers
12-3 PM
Rain or Shine!



https://forms.gle/vJP1ZgzQfgBNQq5f9

Blue Team’s

HudsonRiverBash:
Explorando losMaravillosdel Mundo Acudtico

jiiEvento con y musical!

jAprenda sobre Blue Team de SLC CURB y su estudio del rio Hudson
y la calidad de nuestras aguas aqui en Yonkers!
Vaya a pescar con una red, monte kayac en el rio, hagas
manualidades, juegue y mucho mas!

Sabado, Agosto 8
35 Alexander St, Yonkers
12-3 PM

iEvento Pasando Sol o Juvia!



https://forms.gle/vJP1ZgzQfgBNQq5f9
https://forms.gle/vJP1ZgzQfgBNQq5f9
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